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APPLETON ., MISCELLAKEDVS

AN AMERICAN stationed in Basmgstoke as a
young soldier in 1944 has returned for a nostalgic
visit with his new wife.

During the trip, 85-year-old Warren Hofman and
his wife June met up with Joyce Appleton, now 65.
Mr Hofman became friends with Joyce and her
mother during the Second World War, atid has
stayed in touch for more than 60 years.

Mr Hofman, from Wisconsin, met Mrs Appleton, -
who was then only four, and her mother when he
was billeted in a converted mushroom farm in 1944,
in an area that he believes is now part of Popley.

He stayed in touch with the family through the last
months of the war and, after returning to America
in 1945, sent care packages during rationing.

Mrs Appleton said: “My mother kept in touch .
with Warren and I carried on the tradition because
he was very good to us during the war.”

After marrying his second wife, June, 85, on
Augnst 20 this year, Mr Hofman chose to spend his
honeymoon in England. He said: “I love this cou.ntry
and it is fascinating to come back to Basingstoke.”

@ FROM LEFT: June Hofman, Warren Hofman, John Appleton

and Juyce Appleton Pic by Tom Bellchambers
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