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Lockdown easing and
vaccinations proceeding
apace.

Wednesday 21st April at 8 pm via Zoom

‘Humour in Genealogy’
By Chris Broom
With the emphasis on humour, this is a light-hearted walk through a
variety of genealogical records, spiced with commentary from classic
comedy acts of the 1970s. The content is also designed to reinforce
the value of scrutinising original documents, both for the additional
information and pointers to further research they often contain.
The log in details for the talk will be sent in a separate email.
If you need help using Zoom, the TADS Website has information and a
contact number.

Comments, queries and suggestions to Richard Brown (0118) 9700100,
e-mail: richard@ilexind.plus.com or Carol Stevens (0118) 9701578

www.tadshistory.com

Future TADS talks
19th May 2021@ 8pm on Zoom

‘1752 and all that; the derivation of the modern
calendar’
by Mark Bowman

TADS Zoom Talk on 17th March 2021

Smelly Alley
by Kevin Little
Kevin is a raconteur and spent his talk telling stories from his past. He spent
most of his life as a fishmonger based in Union Street in nearby Reading, which
is known to locals as Smelly Alley. Why Smelly Alley? Most people think it
must be because of the smells from the food and fish shops which were there.
Sadly their number has much diminished in recent times but the street still
retains a lot of character. Kevin has a better reason for the name. Many years
ago a man, a historian, came into the shop late in the day at a busy time and
insisted upon showing Kevin a map from about 1500. At about where the street
is today, the map showed a deep sewer which flowed into the River Kennet.
The man said that it was a thirty foot drop into it from a very narrow footpath
along the edge. More than that Kevin does not remember and he was never able
to find the man afterwards, let alone the map. Many years later it transpired that
the sewer running under the alley is a very long way down, so it may have some
truth.
Why is it called Union Street? Many people think it was to commemorate the
union of England and Scotland, but a plaque which used to be on one of the
buildings said the name was bestowed in a different year and it was simply that
the street joined the two main streets of Reading town centre, Broad Street and
Friar Street. It is much, much narrower than than West Street, Victoria Street
and Cross Street, the other streets which join the two. That was about it for solid
history, but Kevin's following stories conveyed a social history of a way of life
and trading which have probably disappeared.
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There was Dudman the greengrocer who once bought a lorry load of small
avocados which had been frozen and gone black inside. He sold them at £1 a
bag and reckoned nobody would complain they were useless as they were
exceedingly cheap and anyway it was just bad luck if they had spoiled by the
time they were opened. In fact one person did ask for their money back but the
greengrocer made a great deal of money from the rest.
Do you know about Red Herrings? They came from Norfolk. They were
salted for six weeks and smoked for five. Once done they are nearly
indestructible and very smelly. Small boys used to get hold of them, tie them to
a string and use them to lay scent trails to confuse the local pack of hounds.
Hence a false trail being called a red herring.
The arrival of Mac Fisheries in the street was not welcome to the other
traders. Mac Fisheries had their own trains to be certain to get their fresh fish
to the town, whereas for the other fish merchants it was just dumped at Reading
goods station after what was possibly a very roundabout journey courtesy of
British Railways. Kevin recalled collecting a consignment of sprats which had
been stuck in a siding for a week or two, un-refrigerated. Mac Fisheries often
had four part stores, selling not only fish, but groceries, meat, and green
grocery. In one place they had a butter promotion chalked on the window. A
butter war started with one of the other shops undercutting them with a lower
price marked on its window. The butter price steadily dropped from 3/6d (old
money) all the way to 9d, a suicidal price. The Mac Manager finally went to
the other shop and pleaded that they needed to put a stop to the war and get the
price back to 3/6d, as he was by now supplying every other grocer in the town
at a great loss. The fishmonger said he was not worried by the low price at all,
especially as he didn't sell butter.
Miller's the Chemist was a very small chemist run by two old ladies which
seemed to do very little trade. It turned out they were a front for selling
abortion pills. A sad reflection of an older way of life, said Kevin.
There was a lot about encounters with the Public Health Inspectors – the
selling of goose eggs, when is it legal or not? The regulations are absolutely
baffling and bonkers. And flies. 5 flies in orbit in a food shop are OK, 7 are
not. So you need to keep a Fly Logbook, “but inspector we are in a heat wave
and it is 90oF”. etc, etc. Sometimes the traders talked their way out of
problems, like the Polish salt herrings recipe which went wrong. A young lady
inspector found the nearly forgotten barrel of herrings with a thick layer of dead
flies on top of the salt fish. Somehow Kevin's dad convinced her it was to be
expected of 'Pickled Herrings in Blueflies'. The tale about small pigs in a fish
shop fridge being 'hoofed shark' was not believed.

Page 3

Then there was the cooked and garnished 'mohair salmon' which the customer
thought was the best he had ever tasted, but to learn about that and other things you
will have to see the talk for yourself. It is available in the Members' area of the
TADS website or I have it on a USB memory stick you can borrow.
Thank you Kevin for your very entertaining tales from Smelly Alley. If it hadn't
been for interruption by a technical glitch I am sure you could have kept going for
much longer.
Richard Brown

_______________

Kevin Little at the time of his closing Frosts
the Fishmongers in Smelly Alley, Reading.
(Image: Reading Titles)
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Joy Wootton
I am very sorry to tell you that Joy died peacefully at home on Thursday 8th
April, after a very long battle with cancer. Despite this she was always very
upbeat , ‘joyful’ and good company.
Joy and Bob ( Bysouth) had been members of TADS for many years and
were always very supportive of our events.
Our condolences go to Bob.
Carol Stevens
_________________

Information wanted

This is No. 2 West Street - The Gables. Until the large plot was
fenced off and cleared the house was almost invisible, hidden behind
thick hedges. Doubtless it will soon be demolished. Does anyone
know anything about the last owners/occupiers or its history?
Photographs taken on 28th March
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How is your knowledge of the USA? Another quiz set by Valerie G.
1. What great construction is located near Boulder City, Nevada?
2. What is the Will Rogers Highway better known as?
3. Which American city is home to the Liberty Bell?
4. Who was the first female African-American secretary of State?
5. In 1992 the Rodney King riots occurred in which American city?
6. Bill Clinton served as Governor of which State?
7. Harvard University is in which State?
8. In which month of 1941 did Japan launch its attack on Pearl Harbour?
9. What is the second most common language spoken in American Homes?
10. Which American state has the longest coastline?
11. What is the exact date of the Declaration of Independence?
12. What is the street address of the White House?
13. How many states start with the word New?
14. Which river flows through the Grand Canyon?
15. What name is given to the natural region of tropical wetlands in the southern
area of Florida?
16. Which city is known for its hilliness, cable cars, and colourful Victorian
houses?
17. Does the Statue of Liberty hold her torch in the right or left hand?
18. True or False? Alaska has a longer coastline than all the other States
combined?
Answers on next page.
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What’s on? Events which may be of interest.
Everything is shut down for another month or two.
______________

Quiz Answers:
1. Hoover Dam. 2. Route 66. 3. Philadelphia. 4. Condoleezza Rice
5. Los Angeles. 6. Arkansas. 7. Massachusetts. 8. December.
9. Spanish. 10. Alaska. 11. 4th July 1776. 12. 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue,
Washington. 13. Four - New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New
York. 14. Colorado. 15. The Everglades. 16. San Francisco. 17. Right.
18. True.

TADS annual membership is £20 per person.
Correspondence to Tadley and District History Society,
c/o 5 Church Road Pamber Heath Tadley. RG26 3DP
Email: tadshistory@googlemail.com

