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Next Meeting - Monday 12th January 2026 at 8 pm, at
Baughurst and Heath End Village Hall, Heath End Road,

Baughurst RG26 5LU.

‘A short history of
Aldermaston and the nuclear

weapons programme’
By Garry George

For 75 years AWRE/AWE has proudly played a role of critical national
importance, helping to deliver the UK’s nuclear deterrent.  In 1950
Aldermaston’s wartime airfield became the site of the UK government’s
atomic weapons programme, initially named ‘High Explosive Research’,
under the supervision of British Manhattan Project veteran William Penney.
Join Garry George to hear an overview of AWE’s rich history.

(Everybody welcome - visitors £4.00)

If you wish to stop receiving the Newsletter please email Richard Brown
or notify Carol Stevens or a Committee member.

Comments, queries and suggestions to Richard Brown (0118) 9700100,
e-mail: richard@ilexind.plus.com or Carol Stevens (0118) 9701578
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Future TADS events:
Monday 9th February 2026 in Baughurst and Heath End Village Hall

The life of Edwina Mountbatten
By Richard Anderson

TADS Last Meeting, 8th December 2025

TADS Annual General Meeting

Our thanks go to everyone who attended the AGM. You comfortably
achieved the necessary quorum with 23 members present.
The previous year’s Minutes were accepted without any matters arising.

The Chairman, Carol Stevens, thanked the Committee and other helpers for
all their work during the year, with special mention of Rosemary who is standing
down after many years as our meetings’ reporter, and the assistance she has had
from Ann in typing the reports.  Also to Peter Searle for checking the accounts.
The year’s speaker programme was organised by BernieWilliams and despite
some forced changes of speaker and talk, it offered a very varied and interesting
selection of talks.  They have all been well supported by members and visitors -
Richard’s talk on Spitfire Production in Tadley had 31 visitors.

The project Group had organised displays at local events commemorating
both VE Day and VJ Day and had completed and issued the Historic Tadley
leaflet.
  The Committee and Project Group are still meeting on Zoom, but with
the odd face to face project meeting.

 The Treasurer, Christine Poile, reported that while the financial position is
sound, the enforced move of the Society’s archives from the Community Centre
to the commercial Barn Store is going to deplete things rapidly.  To reduce the
cost of £119 per month we are looking to move to storage at Stacey’s yard for
about £84 a month.  The monthly raffle has raised useful sums.
The Committee had already decided to increase the Visitors fee by £1 and there
was considerable debate about the membership fee which had not changed for 5
years.  A new fee of £25 was proposed from the floor and this was readily
accepted by a vote.
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     A minor amendment to the Constitution was tabled.  It was to clarify the
numbers required for a quorum at he AGM.  It was accepted.

     Ian reported on the activities of the Project Group (already mentioned above).
The Historic Tadley leaflet involved quite a lot of work, mainly stemming from
getting the format right.  Much of the cost of publication was off-set by a grant
given to TADS from the winding up of the Helping Hands charity shop.
In 2026 we will be supporting the 150th celebrations for both Tadley School and
the Tadley Band.  The group will also be doing the November talk, celebrating
900 years of Pamber Priory.  Members are always welcome to join the group to
help with the ongoing work or if they have something they want to investigate and
need help or advice.

    TADS Facebook group now has well over 2000 followers and has generated
some interesting enquiries and throws up old photos.

    Bernie has organised a very interesting looking speaker programme for the new
year.  Is is shown on page 4 of this newsletter and the printed programmes will be
available at the January meeting.

    Four members of the committee were happy to be re-elected but Christine stood
down from the Treasurer position due to her husband’s ill health.   Clive Radley
kindly offered to take on the role. The Committee is now:

Carol Stevens – Chairman
Clive Radley -Treasurer
Ian Burn – General secretary / graphics / Webmaster
Neil Forde – Assistant webmaster / Facebook moderator
Richard Brown – Newsletter editor and more.

     We are still in need of an assistant Facebook moderator.

     There was no other business.

    The evening concluded with a welcome opportunity to chat with other members
while enjoying Christmas nibbles and mulled wine.

 _______________
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Monday 13 July 2026
The lady with the lamp - The Florence
Nightingale story
Paul Whittle

Monday 10 August 2026

Summer recess – no meeting

Monday 14 September 2026
Rover Scouts during the war
Brian O'Neill

Monday 12 October 2026
Shaw House: 400 years of history
Sarah Somerville

Monday 9 November 2026
Pamber Priory – 900 years
TADS Project Group

Monday 14 December 2026
Annual General Meeting and social

TADS 2026 Programme

Monday 12 January 2026
A short history of Aldermaston and the
nuclear weapons programme
Garry George

Monday 9 February 2026
The life of Edwina Mountbatten
Richard Anderson

Monday 9 March 2026
The real Wolf Hall: what Henry VIII,
Anne Boleyn and Cromwell were really
like
Ian Porter

Monday 13 April 2026
Newbury Roman Cemetery
David Peacock

Monday 11 May 2026
A history of the University of Reading
Ian Burn

Monday 8 June 2026
'It takes the biscuit' - a history of biscuit
making in Reading, Berkshire
Nigel Crompton

_________

Judith Goodchild

TADS member Judith died on 12 December. This was the end her 20 year+
fight against diabetes, which finally led to the failure of multiple organs in her
body.

Judith was the first treasurer of TADS when it was formed in 1984.  A
memorial service will be on January 9th at St Paul’s Church, Tadley.
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Membership

Membership subscriptions are now due.  Please note that individual
membership is now £25.00 as voted for at the AGM.  Subscriptions may be
paid in person at a TADS Meeting or by other methods as given on the
TADS Website.

_____________

The Jackson’s Corner exhibit at Reading Museum is on display until 26th

March.

_____________

Picturesque space filler  -  Dawn in Pamber Heath on 5th January 2026



TADS annual membership is £20 per person.
Correspondence to Tadley and District History Society,
c/o 5 Church Road Pamber Heath Tadley. RG26 3DP

Email: tadshistory@googlemail.com

What’s on? Events which may be of interest.

Milestones Museum  The website to buy admission tickets can be found
at: https://www.milestonesmuseum.org.uk/

Until 6th Feb. the museum has an offer of weekday afternoon tickets for
just £10 per person. Visit between 1pm and 4:45pm, Tuesday to Friday.

The Willis Museum and Sainsbury Gallery

12 Nov 25 - 22 Feb 26. - Beyond the Bonnets: Working Women in Jane
Austen’s Novels, a new exhibition.

Hosted by the Museum Management (Archaeology Gallery, second floor)
  2 pm: Sunday afternoon talk: The Extraordinary Life and Legacy of
James Barry by David Wiggins. £7 including tea, coffee and cake. If
able, please book online at
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/sunday-tea-talk-extraordinary-
life-and-legacy-james-barry
- or drop into the museum.

Friends of the Willis Museum  (7.30pm at the museum, non-members £5.00
and please book by telephone on 01256 465902)

Jan 15, 7.30pm: The Man Behind “Q” by Guy Caplin

Guy Caplin has investigated long forgotten and unknown war heroes. One
such was Charles Fraser-Smith who devised gadgets for the SOE under the
instruction of MI6. When writing his James Bond novels, Ian Fleming
created the character 'Q' modelled on Charles Fraser-Smith.

Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society (7.30 at Church
Cottage, Basingstoke)

2nd Feb 2026 Tithe Barns … and their imposters by Joseph Rogers –
Amateur historian and author

https://www.milestonesmuseum.org.uk/

