May 2026

TADS Newsletter

Website - www.tadshistory.com

Next Meeting - Monday 11t May 2026 at 8 pm, at
Baughurst and Heath End Village Hall, Heath End Road,
Baughurst RG26 SLU.

‘A history of the University of Reading’
By Ian Burn

In 2026 the University of Reading celebrates the 100th anniversary of the
granting of its charter, the only UK university to be created between World
War [ and II. Ian spent much of his career at the university and his talk will
outline the university’s history from its origins in Reading town centre in
the late 1800s and its links with Oxford University, the move to the London
road site near the Royal Berkshire Hospital, concluding with the move to
the Whiteknights campus and a look into the future.

(Everybody welcome - visitors £4.00)

If you wish to stop receiving the Newsletter please email Richard Brown
or notify Carol Stevens or a Committee member.
Comments, queries and suggestions to Richard Brown (0118) 9700100,

e-mail: richard@ilexind.plus.com or Carol Stevens (0118) 9701578

www.tadshistory.com



Future TADS events:
Monday 8th June 2026 in Baughurst and Heath End Village Hall

‘It takes the biscuit’ - a history of biscuit making in
Reading, Berkshire.

By Nigel Crompton

TADS Last Meeting, 13th April 2026

Newbury Roman Cemetery

by Dr David Peacock

A Roman Cemetery in Newbury, can we go and visit it? Well no, it
doesn't actually exist! If it did exist it would be under Sainsbury's superstore to
the east of the town centre. So did it ever exist? Yes it did, and David told us a
strange tale of finding archeological artefacts in mid-Victorian times. Today
various Government departments get very officious if anything like it is found and
in due course a plague of hi-vis yellow coated archaeologists will arrive with their
little trowels and start scraping the soil away and carefully mapping,
photographing, sketching and conserving the finds. Things were somewhat
different 170 years ago.

David's starting point for positive information was the local newspapers.
Workmen were digging a new gravel pit and started to find things. The Newbury
Weekly News edition of 14 February 1856 reported the finding of three perfect
skeletons. Two days later the Reading Mercury reported a total of 9 skeletons
while the Berkshire Chronicle of the same date made it 18 plus. The number rose
steadily until on 1 March the Mercury was reporting nearly 100. The final
number is reckoned to be about 200. The skeletons were buried about 6 ft deep
and along with them were finds of memorial vases, pots, cremated remains, etc.
Many of the finds are known to have been of high status.

There must have been many shards of pottery, but none remain. The only things
that were saved were those that were intact or had very little damage. Doing
pottery jigsaw puzzles was not in vogue at the time. As for the bones of the
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skeletons, they were most likely ground up to make valuable fertilizer!

So what did survive? The finds were recorded by early archaeologists of
groups like the Newbury Field Club and the British Archaeological Association
which held a congress at Newbury in 1860. Some of the contemporary records
have illustrations. Of the recorded finds only 50% are known today.

The site was NE of the railway and is actually marked on later large scale
Ordnance Survey maps. The area was in the parish of Greenham at the time, not
Newbury, which in itself has caused some confusion. Today there is no visible clue
to its existence.

David then went on to showing pictures of some of the known finds which
are in assorted museums in the South of England, and he described their likely
history. There are quite a few pieces of the famous fine Roman tableware 'Samian
Ware' pottery (with its distinctive red colour and very smooth finish). Most of of
the Samian Ware was mass produced in France and it is found all over the Roman
world. David has visited two of the biggest production sites where remaining
evidence of the scale of production is truly impressive. All Samian Ware is marked
underneath with the potter's marks which makes it easy to identify where it was
made and at what date. In the Newbury case it seems to have been first to early
third century. Other items preserved include: glassware, amphora, a two handled
flagon, pottery & metal lamps, and some British Black Burnished Ware which was
made in the Poole area. Surprisingly there are no Roman coins recorded in 1856,
although a fourth century one was found in the 1880's which could have come from
the cemetery site.

200 burials and cremations implies that there must have been a significant
settlement nearby, but none has been found. There are Roman roads crossing the
area to Speen (Roman Spinis) about 1.5 miles away but not one is known to be near
the cemetery. David said that routes of the Roman roads in the area are mostly
conjecture with little evidence.

If you want to now more about the finds, David has published a small book
about them.

Thank you David for your very interesting talk. How much more we might have
learned if the Victorians had been rather less cavalier in their attitude to buried
history.

Richard Brown
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Foman Cemetery site
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Membership

There are several members who have not yet paid their subscriptions which
are now overdue. Please note that individual membership is now £25.00 as
voted for at the AGM. Subscriptions may be paid in person at a TADS
Meeting or by other methods as given on the TADS Website. Please
complete a Membership/GDPR Form at the time of rejoining.

Ideas for Speakers

Bernie is starting on ideas for next year’s (2027) programme of talks. If you
know of any suitable speakers or have subjects you would like to be covered,
please let us know. Email Richard or speak to Carol at a meeting.

The Royal British Legion

The Tadley Branch of the Royal British Legion are celebration the centenary
of their founding with a service at St. Mary’s Church, Tadley on 4 July.
They are particularly interested in making contact with former members
before the event.

The Ambassador Club

The Ambassador Club in Hangar Road, Tadley is currently celebrating the
60" Anniversary of its founding. It is another institution that came into
being as a result of the siting of the Atomic Weapons Research Establishment
on the wartime Aldermaston Airfield.
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Natural History Corner

What do you get on your birdfeeders? Blue tits, great tits, even starlings.
We occasionally get rooks which are not really designed for the job but
with real determination can get into a position on the support pole to
demolish a suet block in record time.
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What’s on? Events which may be of interest.

Milestones Museum The website to buy admission tickets can be found
at: https://www.milestonesmuseum.org.uk/

23-31 May. Sherlock Holmes and the missing Thornycroft blueprint. A
mystery in the museum for children to solve.

The Willis Museum and Sainsbury Gallery

To 28 Jun: Bees! Hampshire’s Hive of History & Nature a new exhibition
in the Sainsbury Gallery.

Sat 16 May, 2pm — Saving Basingstoke’s Swifts (birds): A Talk by
Catherine Gale of Hampshire Swifts (Archaeology Gallery, second floor)
Free but please book.

Hosted by the Museum Management (Archaeology Gallery, second floor)
31 May, 2pm - Sunday Afternoon Talk: Changing Seasons of the New
Forest by Marcus Ward. £7 including tea, coffee and cake. If able,
please book online at:
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/sunday-tea-talks-
changing-seasons-new-forest - or drop into the museum.

Friends of the Willis Museum (7.30pm at the museum, non-members £5.00
and please book by telephone on 01256 465902)

21 May The History of Lasham Airfield by David Wickens

Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society (7.30 at Church
Cottage, Basingstoke)

Ist Jun AGM followed by: Six Notable Women

TADS annual membership is £25 per person.
Correspondence to Tadley and District History Society,
c/0 5 Church Road Pamber Heath Tadley. RG26 3DP
Email: tadshistory@googlemail.com
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