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Next Meeting - Monday 14th September 2026 at 8 pm, at
Baughurst and Heath End Village Hall, Heath End Road,

Baughurst RG26 5LU.

‘Rover Scouts during the war’
by Brian O’Neill

 During World War II men of Rover Scout age were called up to serve in
the armed forces. This is a little told story of their service to the country and

scouting. Working in POW camps in Germany, on river Thames security
duties and volunteering for SOE were just some of the duties they

performed.

(Everybody welcome - visitors £4.00)

If you wish to stop receiving the Newsletter please email Richard Brown
or notify Carol Stevens or a Committee member.

Comments, queries and suggestions to Richard Brown (0118) 9700100,
e-mail: richard@ilexind.plus.com or Carol Stevens 07966095607
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Future TADS events:
Monday 12th October 2026 in Baughurst and Heath End Village Hall

‘The social history of the civil war soldier’
By Alan Turton

This is a change from the previously advertised talk as Sarah Somerville has
become unavailable on that date.  Once again Alan is coming to our rescue.

TADS Last Meeting, 13th July 2026

The lady with the lamp – the Florence Nightingale story
by Paul Whittle

Florence was born in Florence, Italy in 1920 while her wealthy parents were
on a prolonged exploration of Italy.  Her one year older sister Parthenope, was
named for the ancient Greek settlement near Naples where she was born.  When
not on their foreign travels the Nightingales moved between their houses in
Matlock, Derbyshire and Embley Park near Romsey, Hampshire.  The girls never
had any paid employment and from the age of 10 had been well educated by their
father in wide range of subjects.  Aged 17 Florence experienced a calling from
God to care for others.  To the horror of her parents she decided nursing would be
her life.  At that time nursing was not a profession of any merit, perhaps best
exemplified by the Charles Dickens' character Sarah Gamp – dissolute, sloppy
and generally drunk.

Aged 30-31 Florence spent some months at the Deaconess Clinic in
Kaiserswerth, Germany learning about nursing, and later in London at some sort
of hospital.  This seems to be the extent of her medical training.  She had spent
much of her time travelling in Europe and Egypt.

In 1853/4 she spent a year as the superintendent of the Institute for the
Care of Sick Gentlewomen in London.  Meanwhile Britain and France had
entered a war with Russia which became the Crimean War while attempting to
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stop Russian expansion to the south-west and the Ottoman Empire.  British troops
had been sent to Varna (now in Bulgaria) and were dying without ever deploying.
When reports of the deaths got back to England, including the appalling
conditions at the Scutari  hospital nr. Istanbul, Florence using her Government
contacts went out with 40 nurses to Scutari in November 1854.  Through work to
improve sanitary conditions, including kitchen facilities and introducing hand
washing she improved things dramatically.  At a flat-pack hospital designed by I
K Brunel which she commissioned, the death rate was less than one tenth of that
at Scutari.  She went on to the Crimea in 1855 and nearly died of 'Crimea Feaver'
(Brucellosis) from which she never fully recovered.  Paul said the Lady of the
Lamp image is an early example of fake news probably invented by a 'Times'
journalist and the type of lamp depicted is always wrong, the local Turkish lamps
were of a concertina shape.

The casualty figures for the Crimean war are appalling. On the allied side
they were 134,000, (only 5000 killed fighting), and for the Russians 710,000
(600,000 died on the way to the front).  A Royal Commission on the Health of
the Army looked into the problems in 1857, a year after the war ended.
 Back in England Florence wrote two books on Nursing and Hospitals which
were published in 1859 and became the standard works for many years to come.
In 1860 she founded a nursing school, the Nightingale Training School, at St.
Thomas's Hospital.  She expended much effort in improving the design of
hospitals and promoting better nursing practices.  She is also recognised for using
statistics to better illustrate the differences made by her nursing methods.
 She died in London in1910 aged 90 and is buried in the East Wellow,
Hampshire not far from Embley Park the family home.

 Paul concluded by looking in detail at various aspects of her life and some of
the places associated with her.

Thank you Paul for your very interesting and fact filled talk about a great lady
who was a force of nature and very clever at a time when women were expected
to remain in the background.

Richard Brown
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Florence
Nightingale

 The Royal British Legion Tadley

The Tadley Branch of the Royal British Legion are celebrating the centenary of
their founding with a service at St. Mary’s Church, Tadley on Saturday 12th

September.   Carol will be there with a display from TADS archives relevant to
the Legion.

____________
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Bob Bysouth - Robert ‘Bob’ Henry Bysouth died 10 August 2026 aged 91.
Bob was a member of TADS for many years until his move to Eastleigh, following
the death of his partner Joy.  A well liked member of the Pamber Heath community,
he spent many years as ‘Paper Bob’ in the local Post Office  and  involved  himself
in St. Luke’s church activities. He was also an active member of the Royal British
Legion.  Bob grew up in Mill Hill, London, survived the WWII air raids and was
fascinated by the trains that ran along the bottom of his garden. This led to his first
job working in a signal box. Bob was proud of his knowledge of Public Transport,
able to tell you the times and routes of all local buses. He travelled everywhere, in-
cluding his annual holiday, by bus / coach or train.
        Carol Stevens

I remember Bob being infuriated when he found that a census of users of a local bus
route did not count oldies using bus passes.  We lost the route.  - Ed

_______________

The Tadley Mural
The mural was an initiative by the Tadley Youth Council.  It has been painted on
what was a blank wall on the front of Sainsbury’s, behind the clock and facing the
A340.  The area is also used as an outdoor extension to Starbucks seating area.
Local groups and individuals were invited to paint ‘tiles’ with their own designs,
guided and aided by two professional lady artists who also did the more complex
parts.  TADS had their own tile and we used our balloon logo painted by Carol,
Richard and Jane. The mural was formally unveiled on 10th August.  It is well worth
seeing.
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Our ‘tile’ and Carol starting to
paint the balloon.

Below - Two of the main
letters.



Heritage Open Days are from the 11th to 20 September this year.  Search the
web for information.  It mainly seems to be listed by parent organisations.

_________

Changes

Carol’s phone number has changed (end of landline).  Her mobile number is at the
bottom of page 1.

A change of the listed speaker for October is listed at the head of page 2.

__________

Natural History corner

A juvenile Great Spotted Woodpecker visiting our garden last week.
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TADS annual membership is £25 per person.
Correspondence to Tadley and District History Society,
c/o 5 Church Road Pamber Heath Tadley. RG26 3DP

Email: tadshistory@googlemail.com

What’s on? Events which may be of interest.

Milestones Museum  The website to buy admission tickets can be found
at: https://www.milestonesmuseum.org.uk/

7 - 8 November - Milestones Beer Festival 2026

The Willis Museum and Sainsbury Gallery

Until 1 Nov: I Grew up Nineties (sic) more than 200 objects and artworks
of the period on display.

Also 18 July - 23 Aug: Basingstoke in the 90s - a display.

The next Sunday afternoon talk will be on 27th September at 2pm, hosted
by the Museum Management (Archaeology Gallery, second floor)
Hinton Ampner & Ralph Dutton by John Holden - The life of Ralph
Dutton, who on his death bequeathed the house and gardens to the National
Trust. £7 including tea, coffee and cake. If able, please book online at:

https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/sunday-tea-talk-ralph-dutton-
hinton-ampner-john-holden

Friends of the Willis Museum  (7.30pm at the museum, non-members £5.00
and please book by telephone on 01256 465902)

17 Sep, 7.30pm: “Wolsey’s Wife” by Nicola Turton

Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society (7.30 at Church
Cottage, Basingstoke)

5th Oct 2026 Winchester to Bolton: The progress of the Paulets by
David Whiter – Historian

https://www.milestonesmuseum.org.uk/

